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WELCOME 
TO SEC 
COUNTRY! 


I don’t know about you, but I can’t imagine ever getting tired 
of hearing or saying those words. 

In this issue of Al, we reflect back on the ups and downs of 
‘Texas A&M's final year in the Big 12 Conference, and we look 
ahead to the Aggies’ inaugural year in the SEC. 

This past year was an emotional roller coaster for us Aggie 
fans. We had the highest of highs off the field with the “100-year 
decision” to join the SEC, and the lowest of lows on the field 
with another promising football season ending in utter disap- 
pointment. 

In between, there were a number of unforgettable perfor- 
mances and agonizing defeats across the athletic programs. To 
reminisce about some of the biggest highlights and lowlights of 
2011-12, check out our annual “Top 12 Stories” feature starting 
on page 19. Flip to page 6 to see who we selected for “2012 AT 
Athletes of the Year.” Would you have chosen differently? Let us 
know at editor@aggiemag.com. 

It’s nice to look back and see where you have been, but now 
more than ever, we are ready to look forward to an exciting year 
in Texas A&M athletics. 

‘The Aggie football program got their first official taste of life 
in the SEC with SEC Media Days in mid-July. And many of the 
nearly 1,100 media members in attendance got their first taste 
of Texas A&M, too. Check out our “Behind the Scenes” feature 
of SEC Media Days starting on page 14. Also starting there and 
continuing throughout this issue, you will find welcome mes- 
sages from our SEC family. 

Days before meeting the SEC media, the Aggies unveiled new 
football uniforms for their inaugural season in the nation’s best 
conference. Flip to page 8 to see some of the features of Texas 
A&M's new, classic look. 

Finally, with football season thankfully just around the corner, 
the Aggies head into uncharted territory with a new coaching 
staff and a mix of old and new faces on the field. We picked our 
five freshmen to watch this fall on page 12. And learn more about 
the next crop of new faces on page 10, as Coach Sumlin and his 
staff have nearly filled their 2013 recruiting class with six months 
to go before signing day. 

Indeed, these are exciting times in Aggieland, full of new op- 
portunities and new challenges. Welcome to SEC Country! 
Now let’s go enjoy the ride. 


Gig’em Ags! 


Goan F/ 
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ai athletes of the year 


With All-American performances in their respective sports, Randy Bullock and 
Breeja Larson were easy selections for 2011-12 Al Athletes of the Year. Bullock, 
now with the Houston Texans, led the nation in field goals last season and won 
the Lou Groza Place-kicker Award. Larson recently became the first Aggie swimmer 
to earn an Olympic gold medal culminating a spectacular sophomore campaign, 
which included winning four Big 12 Championships and breaking the American 
and U.S. Open record in the 100-yard breaststroke while winning the NCAA 
crown. Photos by Texas A&M Athletics, AP Images, Getty Images and Tim Binning. 


Randy Bullock (F 


i) & Breeja Larson Diving) 
Previous Winners 

2011: Von Miller (Fo 
2010. Von Miller (F 
2009: Bronson Burgoo! 
2008: Megan Gibson (5 


& Danielle Adams (Basketball) 


. 
back in style 

On July 12, 2012, Texas A&M and adidas unveiled 
new Lone Star TECHFIT football uniforms for the Ag- 
gies’ debut season in the Southeastern Conference. 
The new home maroon and away white jerseys are 
reminiscent of a 1970's era uniform, which featured 
unique vertical stripes down the shoulder. Texas A&M's 
Lone Star uniform features an updated logo which is 

a fusion of the school's traditional “ATM” mark within 
the state of Texas outline. The new design includes 
multiple innovations to reduce the weight of the jersey 
by 30 percent, and has integrated ventilation zones 
and moisture management fabric to keep players cool. 
Photos by Texas A&M Athletics and Rob Havens ‘88. 
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aggierecruiting 


Hot on the Trail 


If first year head coach Kevin Sumlin has as much 
success on the field as he’s having on the recruiting trail, the Ag- 
gies will be the media darling of the SEC in 2012. The Aggies 
reached as high as number two in the national recruiting rank- 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


ments are already in the bag, Sumlin and his coaching staff are 
poised to haul in a handful of additional blue chips between now 
and National Signing Day on February 6. Here's a closer look at 
each of Texas A&M's highly touted verbal commitments for the 


ings this summer, and although a whopping 27 verbal commit- 


A 
Quarterback © 
KENNY HILL 
‘Southlake Carroll (Southlake, TX) 
Ht: 6-1 Wt: 205 
Perfect fit for the Aggie offense. Led Southlake 
toa 5A state championship as a junior. 


KOHL STEWART 

St. Pius X (Houston, TX) 

Ht: 6-3 We: 200 

Huge arm with unlimited potential. Aggie lega- 
7 is also projected to be a high MLB Draft pick 


Running Back 

JAMES WHITE 

Dawson (Pearland, TX) 

Ht: 5-11 Wt: 190 

Ran for over 1,800 yards and 23 TDs as a junior. 
Has a great combination of size and speed 


Wide Receiver 
QUINCY ADEBOYEJO 
Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, TX) 

Ht: 6-3 Wt: 175 

A hidden gem discovered by A&M 
coach David Beaty. Has loads of raw athleticism. 


LAQUVIONTE GONZALES 

Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, TX) 

Ht: 5-10 Wt: 150, 

Small in stature, large on speed and quickness. 
Talent shines in space. 


KYRION PARKER 

Manvel (Manvel, TX) 

Ht: 6-2 Wt: 185 

Decommitted from LSU after one-on-one meet- 
ing with Kevin Sumiin. A big coup for A&M. 
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class of 2013: 


JEREMY TABUYO 

St. Louis (HI) (Honolulu, Hi) 
Ht 5-11 Wt: 180 

His highlight reel 
go to Hawail to v 


wow you. Good excuse to 
watch him play in person 


Tight End 

DERRICK GRIFFIN 

Rosenberg Terry (Rosenberg, TX) 

Ht 6-6 Wt: 220 

Arguably the most explosive talent in the state. 
Could elect to play coll ball instead. 


Offensive Lineman 

JOAS AGUILAR 

Birdville (Birdville, TX) 

Ht: 6-5 Wt: 295 

A mauler in every sense of the word. Under the 
radar prior to his commitment to A&M. 


JJ GUSTAFSON 

Jesuit (Dallas, TX) 

Ht: 6-5 Wt: 270 

Another one of the state's best, Held offer 
from several SEC programs. 


ISHMAEL WILSON 

Bishop Dunne (Dallas, TX) 

Ht: 6-5 Wt: 275 

One of the state’s best offensive linemen, Will 
play early at A&M. 


Defensive Tackle 

ISAIAH GOLDEN 

Carthage (Carthage, TX) 

Ht: 6-2 Wt: 295 

Big, fast and plays with a mean streak. You win 
in the SEC with players like Golden. 


KERRICK HUGGINS 

Skyline (Dallas, TX) 

Ht 6-4 Wt: 285 

Big, fast and plays with a mean streak. You win 
ith players like Huggins. 


ROBERT ZIMMERMAN 

Hutchinson C.C. (KS) (Hutchinson, KS) 

Ht: 6-3 Wt: 310 

Juco DTs who have three years of eligibility and 
qualify for midterm enrollment are a rare find. 


Defensive End 

JAY ARNOLD 

Rockwall-Heath (Rockwall, TX) 

Ht 6-3 Wt: 235, 

Strong, physical and deceptive speed. Chose 
A&M over several other SEC schools. 


JORDAN POINTS 

Rockwall-Heath (Rockwall, TX) 

Ht 6-4 Wt: 270 

Teammate of Arnold that simply produces on 
the field, Plans to enroll in December. 


Linebacker 


REGGIE CHEVIS 

Sharpstown (Sharpstown, TX) 

Ht: 6-2 Wt: 240 

A true middle linebacker in a 4-3 set, Physically 
looks ready to contribute immediately. 


Big, fast and plays with a mean streak. You win 
in the SEC with players like Walker. Notice the 
pattern in A&M's DT recruiting? 


SOUTHLAKE CARROLL HSOUSTON WESTFIELD HSPORT ALLEN HS 


DARIAN CLAIBORNE 
Port Allen (LA) (Port Allen, LA) 
Ht: 6-1 Wt 215 

A Louisian 


stinctive line 


t with loads of athleticism. In 
icker and productive quarterback 
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BRETT WADE 

Kennendale (Kennendale, TX) 

Ht: 6-2 We: 215 

Excels at getting his hands on opponents and 
bringing them down. Moves well laterally 


EDWARD WILLIAMS 

New Orleans (LA) (Warren Easton HS, LA) 
Ht 6-2 Wr: 220 

Plays several positions in high school, bu 
is at linebacker. Held 


al national off 


Cornerback 

NOEL ELLIS 

Edna Karr (LA) (New Orleans, LA) 
Ht: 5-10 Wt: 170 

A true cover corner in every sense c 
A huge pickup for A&M out of Louisiana. 


TAVARES GARNER 

Manvel (Manvel, TX) 

Ht: 6-0 Wt: 170 

Physical cornerback with an aggressive s' 
One of the state's top cover men. 


Safety 


VICTOR DAVIS 

Rosenberg Terry (Rosenberg, TX) 
Ht: 6-1 We: 185 

Fast, rangy safety with a good frame 


to grow 


on, Might be the unsung hero of this class 


SHAAN WASHINGTON 
Alexandria (LA) (Alexandria, LA) 
Ht 6-3 Wt: 210 


Alief Taylor (Houston, TX) 
Ht 6-3 Wt: 190 

A big, physical safer 
down to lit 


Athlete 

ALEX SEZER 

Little Cypress-Mauriceville (Orange, TX) 
Ht: 5-9 Wt: 175 

he A&M coaches on th 
s speed and maturity. Plan: 
December 
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\/I FRESHMEN 
TO WATCH 


BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


Several members of the Aggies’ 
incoming class have impressed coaches 
and teammates with their talent and work 
ethic during summer workouts and fall 
camp. While a good portion of them have 
as true freshmen, here 
are five newcomers that should see the 
field early and often for A&M this fall: 


a chance to play 


WR THOMAS JOHNSON (8) 
Skyline (Dallas, TX) 
Ht: 5-11 Wt: 180 


WHY HE WILL PLAY EARLY 


WHY HE MIGHT NEED MORE TIME 


CB DE'VANTE HARRIS (1) 
Horn (Mesquite, Tx) 
Ht: 5-10 Wt: 160 


WHY HE WILL PLAY EARLY 
WHY HE MIGHT NEED MORE TIME 


DE POLO MANUKAINIU (90) 
Trinity (Euless, Tx) 
Ht 6-5 Wt: 255 


WHY HE WILL PLAY EARLY 
h y to play a 


WHY HE MIGHT NEED MORE TIME 


ing SEC-caliber offen 


WR SABIAN HOLMES (23) 
Southlake Carroll (Southlake, TX) 
Ht 5-11 Wt: 175 

WHY HE WILL PLAY EARLY 
WHY HE MIGHT NEED MORE TIME 


eivers fighting for playing tim 


RB TREY WILLIAMS (20) 
Dekaney (Spring, TX) 

Ht: 5-8 Wt: 175 

WHY HE WILL PLAY EARLY 


BRIAN DAVE 01 


WHY HE MIGHT NEED MORE TIME 
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WELCOME 
TO THE 


Commissioner 
Southeastern Conference 
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1]All of the players and coaches were treated 
like rock stars during SEC Media Days, but 
Alabama coach Nick Saban was clearly the star 
attraction during the three-day event, Hundreds 
of Crimson Tide fans waited for hours in the 
Wynfrey Hotel lobby to get a glimpse of Saban 
and hopefully an autograph 


2]When Saban needed to go to the bath- 
room, he put two security guards outside the 
door, preventing media from joining him. 


Each SEC coach signed 54 footballs for the 
conference office to use throughout the year 
for various events. 


4]When taking the stage, Arkansas coach 
John L. Smith noticed a placard on the table 
that said, ‘Do not move mic.’ He looked up and 
asked, “Mike? Where are you?! Get up here. 


5] Footwear quickly became alk of the 
ning session when reporters noticed that 
fexas A&M's Luke Joeckel and Ryan Swope 
cowboy boots with their 


were 1,085 media credentials issued 
for the event, with 33 radio stations broadcast- 
ing live from radio row. 


7) There were over 3,000 tweets using the of- 


ficial hash tag #SECKickoff12, which trended 
nationally along with Texas A&M, Nick Saban, 
Hugh Freeze, SEC, John L. Smith and Kevin 
Sumlin. 


8] Commissioner Mike Slive fielded 
questions in 75 interviews 


9] Each player and coach rotated to 
13 different areas in a 3-hour period, 
totalling 741 scheduled interviews 
combined. 


10] Texas A&M fans were clearly excit- 
ed to be watching their first SEC Me 
dia Days on the league website, as the 
state jumped from 8th overall in 2011 
to number one a year later. Houston 
and Dallas were the top two cities in 
the country on the watch list. NI 


students and fans, | welcome Texas A&M University to the 
SEC family. Texas A&M is a nationally-prominent institution 
on and off the field and a great fit for the SEC tradition of 
excellence ~ athletically, academically and culturally. 


Throughout this issue, you can find messages from Texas 
A&M's fellow SEC universities, welcoming the Aggies into 
the nation’s premier conference. 


AL MOORE 


Director of Athletics 
University of Alabama 


(left) ESPN's national college football reporter Joe Schad talks with Luke Joeckel. (above) Sean 


Porter, Ryan Swope and Luke Joeckel visit with the media, (below) Swope, Joeckel and Porter have 
a little fun posing for a group photo for Al outside of their suite at the Wynfrey Hotel. (facing 
page) Kevin Sumlin makes his way through the lobby area with ESPN senior writer Ivan Maisel. 


welcome the University of Missouri and Texas A&M. 
University into the Southeastern Conference. Both 
schools will enhance our conference's rich tradi- 
tion and heritage as a leader in collegiate ath- 
letics. All of us at the University of Alabama are 
looking forward to building strong competitive 
relationships with both institutions. On behalf of 
the University of Alabama — Welcome to the SEC! 


WELCOME 


BEHIND THE SCENES 


NOTABLE _ 
ee FROM 
A DAYS 


] My real- 
istic expectations are to win. I've said that from 
day one. Everybody talks to me and acts like | 
didn’t know what | was getting into when | got 
the job. We had already entered into an agree- 
ment with the SEC when | got the job.” 


2] Vanderbilt coach James Franklin on walk- 
ing in with Alabama coach Nick Saban last 
year... “He was like a rock star, People were 
throwing babies at him." 


3] South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier..."It's 
easier to win the national championship than 
the SEC. Ask Nick Saban.” 


4] Spurrier on South Carolina's schedul 
“You think | make the schedule? If | made the 
schedule, Georgia would be playing LSU and 
we'd be playing Ole Miss. 


5] Missouri coach Gary Pinkel... “People act like 
(top) TV crews from across the country interview Kevin Sumlin. (above left) Sumlin autographed we play a bunch of high school teams, We'v 

54 footballs that the SEC will use throughout the year. (above middle) The SEC pinwheel logo now played in a pretty good league.” 

features all 14 teams. (above right) Helmets for each SEC school helped make up the set for CSS (Cable 

Sports Southeast). (below left) The SEC football championship trophy now features all 14 teams as 
well. (below right) Microphones for the various stations filled the podium in the television interview 
room, (bottom right) The largest media room for print n 


6] Missouri receiver TJ. Moe on the SEC com- 
pared to the Big 12..." Things are just different 
here. | wouldn't be surprised if everybody here 
is strapped with a gun. They've also got pret- 
tier girls, the air’s fresher and the toilet paper's 
thicker. 


apacity at times. 


7) Arkansas coach John L. Smith on if he 
wants to coach the Razorbacks beyond this 
season... “Well, certainly, Do | look stupid? 
Don’t answer that!” 

Arkansas running back Knile Davis on A&M 


and Missouri... “| hear the rookies been talkin’ 
noise. Sayin’ the SEC ain't all that. They'll see.” 


9] LSU coach Les Miles on why their SEC 
Champ rings have No. 2 on the 
we couldn't use No. 1.” 


10] Miles on the EA Sports commercial... “My 
lines were narrow so that | could perform them 
effectively.” 

11] Alabama tight end Michael Williams on 
Saban... “To this d never seen him yawn 
You can't be more locked in than that.” 


JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 AND TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS 


WELCOME F membe! ‘onfere e are pl to 
TO THE welcome Texas A&M University to the most competitive and successful 
EA conference in the nation. Arkansas and Texas A&M share a rich history of 

= competition in intercollegiate athletics, including a long-time affiliation 

Vice Chancellor & in the former Southwest Conference. In recent years, our rivalry with 
Director of Athletics Texas A&M has been rekindled in football with the Southwest Classic 
University of Arkansas i, Cowboys Stadium. Based on the tremendous response from fans of 
both programs to that game, we look forward to renewing competition 

between the Razorbacks and the Aggies in all sports beginning in 2012. 


AGGIELAND ILLUS 


(left) Alabama coach Nick Saban is surrounded by cameras during a radio 
interview, (above) Commissioner Mike Slive had 75 scheduled interviews, 
including this one with Paul Finebaum, (below) Les Miles, Steve Spurrier, 
Gene Chizik and Mark Richt make the rounds for various interviews. (bot- 
tom left) The SEC coaches, including Saban, Hugh Freeze and Dan Mullen, 
made time for the fans during media days as well 


ion hink a hs je at exas A&M and Missou re 

credit they deserve. They aren't coming into the SEC with their hat TO THE 

in their hand saying, "Thank you for letting me be here.” They're E 
coming in here to compete and play their tail off on the football 
GENE cHIZIK field. You can bank on that one. These are two dang good foot- 
{lead Football Coach ball teams with dang good football coaches. They've got players. 
y They've got coaches. They've got great venues. They've got great 
backing. It’s a perfect fit for our league. They're going to fit right in 
here. There's going to be some good football added to our league. 
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Looking back on Texas A&M athletics in 201 1- 12,\ we 
give you our oe or tie a, stories of the year 
BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 & 
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ae 


aes) 


‘ORIES 
the year 


t 


{01] THE 100-YEAR DECISION 
Our top story of 2011-12 is arguably the biggest story in the 
history of Texas A&M Athletics. When the stability of the Big 
12 Conference was undermined again in July 2011, Texas A 
officials made the decision to explore their options for a new 
home. Following a Board of Regents meeting on July 21, A&M 
president R. Bowen Loftin placed a phone call to Southeastern 
Conference commissioner Mike Slive, and the ball began rolling 
expected to be finalized in a matter 
s, but was repeatedly delayed as other universities — 
pecially Baylor — attempted to block move. The 


persevered, and on September 25, 2011, the SEC announced 


that A&M would join the nation’s preeminent collegiate athletic 


WELCOME — 
TO THE 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


IVERSITY 


7 


AND TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS 


4 A&M University to the Southeastern Conference. Texas 

A&M has a commitment to academic excellence and 

a a rich history and tradition of overall athletic success. 

Dieser aiNete, They are an ideal fit for the Southeastern Conference, 

University of Fonda and I’m sure our coaches, student-athletes and fans 
will embrace another great rival on the playing field. 
We look forward to the Aggies helping to build on the 
great tradition of our conference. 


[02] COACHING CHANGE 

Last December, Texas A&M introduced a new head football 
coach for the third time in a decade. The 2011 season began 
with lofty expectations, but after several inexplicable second half 
collapses led to heartbreaking losses, including the season finale 
to the Longhorns in what many considered the most important 
matchup in the history of the rivalry, Mike Sherman was relieved 
of his head coaching duties. After a controversial process of ter- 
mination and an emotional departing press conference, Sherman 
moved on and was later named offensive coordinator for the Mi- 
ami Dolphins. The Aggies moved on, too, and after a national 
search named University of Houston head coach and former 
A&M assistant Kevin Sumlin as Sherman's successor. 


On behalf of the entire Bulldog Nation, | want to welcome 
the Aggies of Texas A&M into the Southeastern Conference, 


(03] NEW DIRECTION 

In May, Bill Byrne announced his retirement from Texas A&M 
effective August 31, 2012. During Byrne’s ten years as athletic 
director, the Aggies won eight NCAA national championships 


and made significant improvements in nearly every sport — es- 
pecially men’ and women’ basketball, However, the football 
program struggled to achieve any sustained success during his 
tenure. Byrne had one year remaining on his contract, but with 
the move to the SEC and another coaching change in football, 
the timing was right for a leadership transition. Following a 
nationwide search for Byrne’s replacement, A&M introduced 
Eric Hyman as the department's new athletic director on June 
30. Hyman brings plenty of SEC experience to Aggieland from 
South Carolina where he spent seven years as the Gamecocks’ 
athletic director. He also knows the state of Texas well, having 
served as TCUS athletic director from 1998 to 2005. 


WELCOME 
TO THE 


the most competitive and successful athletic conference in 
the nation. We look forward to competing against you in 


MICHAEL F ADAMS 


the athletic arena beginning this fall, and we are excited 


about partnering with your institutions in education, re- 
search and service collaborations that will serve our students 
and alumni for life. | wish you much success in the SEC. Best 
of luck to you in this upcoming season. 
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{04] THE NEXT LEVEL 
Although the on-field performances of Texas A&M athletics 
didn’t quite live up to lofty expectations, the professional ranks 
were kind to Aggies in 2011-12. Quarterback Ryan Tannehill 
was the subject of NFL experts for weeks leading up to the 
NEL Draft, where he became the eighth overall selection to the 
Miami Dolphins and the highest Aggie QB to ever be drafted. 
Khris Middleton elected to forego his senior season on the men’s 
basketball team and was selected in the second 
round of the NBA Draft by the Detroit Pis- 
tons, And former ‘Texas A&M All-Amer 
Von Miller was named the NFLs Defensive 
Rookie of the Year after posting 11.5 sacks for 
the Denver Broncos. 


[05] FINDING SUCCESS IN HARD TIMES 

In 2001, the Aggies traveled to the Astrodome and defeated the 
J Horned Frogs in the GalleryFurniture.com bowl 
A&MS next bowl victory didn’t come until ten years later, when 
the Aggies had to overcome the loss of teammate Joey Vi 
isencio, who was killed in a car accident, and the firing of head 
ach Mike Sherman to defeat the Northwestern Wildcats, 3 
22, in the Meineke Car Care Bowl at Reliant Stadium, Qu: 
k Ryan Tannehill earned MVP honors, throwing for 329 
yards and a touchdown, while two of A&M all-time leading 
receivers — Ryan Swope and Jeff Fuller - had 100-yard receiv- 
ing performances. The Aggies and Wildcats both honored Vil- 
lavisencio by wearing black and white helmet decals bearing the 
words “Joey V" and his number 67. Texas A&M dedicated the 
game to Villavisencio and Coach Sherman. 


xaS 


terl 


WELCOME On behalf of the Big Blue Nation | want to welcome 
TO THE ul Missouri and Texas A&M to the Southeastern Con- 

‘ ference. Our student-athletes, coaches, along with 

faculty, staff and fans are eager to compete with 


you. We also look forward to partnering with you to 
promote academic success for all of our institutions 
We wish you the best and look forward to working 
together to help the SEC continue its tradition of 
excellence. 
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[06] DEPARTMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

‘Texas A&M closed out its affiliation with the Big 12 Conferen 
with 61 conference titles after not winning a single champion- 
ship in the inaugural year of the league in 1996-97. With six con- 
ference crowns in 2011-12, Texas A&M exited the Big 12 with 
ague-leading 38 titles since the start of the 2006-07 season. 
he soccer team started it off in 2011 by winning the program 
twelfth conference title in 16 seasons. The Aggies then advanced 
to their 17th consecutive NCAA Tournament. The womer 
swimming and diving team won its fourth Big 12 Championship 
in six seasons in dominant fashion and went on to place sixth at 
the NCAA Championships - the Aggies’ sixth straight top ten 
finish. The men’s golf program won its first-ever Big 12 Cham- 
pionship over No. I-ranked Texas behind an unforgettable per- 
formance from true freshman Ty Dunlap. Pat Henry’ elite tra 
and field program added three more Big 12 championships to its 


ns 


LSU 


LES MILES 


‘ootball Coac 


| think there’s great competition in the Big 12 Conference, as well. | think 
the venues are very comparable. | think both the Texas A&M and the Mis- 
souri venues will be fun places, exciting places for other teams to travel to. yIHEAS Te 
| think the best teams in that conference can certainly play with anybody 
in the country. So, you know, they will add to us. They have great experi- 
ences in the conference they come from, and they'll be able to compete in 
this conference. | think there will be a learning curve. | think they'll have to 
recognize that there's a little different breed of defense in this conference. 


trophy ept the indoor titles marking the first 
time for one school to claim both men’s and women’s crowns 
since 2006. In outdoor competition, the gie men successfully 
defended their 2011 title, while the women finished third, end- 


ing 


&M' run of five consecutive conference champio: 


overall title since 2002 and also took home its fourth consecutive 
western national crown. Led by junior Carey Nowacek, ‘Texas 
A&M became the first school in the history of the National Col- 
te Equestrian Championships to advance both disciplines to 
final round. The program now has a combined total of 11 na- 
tional championships. The Texas A&M athletics program posted 
its third consecutive Top 10 finish in the Division I Learfield 
Sports Directors’ Cup standings by finishing in ninth place in 
the final rankings for 2011-12. 


WELCOME 
TO THE 


3 


But | think it’s something that both schools will do very comfortably. OnrEREN” 
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[07] OLYMPIC AGGIES 


Texas A&M w 
in London with a record number of 23 athletes and two coa 
A&M sent more athletes to London than any other unive 
in Texa 
Breeja Larson became the first Aggie 


s, representing their 15 respecti 


represented well in the 2012 Olympic Games 
hes. 


ve countries. Sophomore 
immer to earn an Olym- 


pic gold medal with Team USAs win in the women’s 4x100-me- 


ter medley rel 


y. Larson did not swim in the Olympic final, but 


earned her gold medal by helping the relay advance through the 


prelimi 


ary heats. Larson's gold medal was the program's second 


medal in school history. At the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008, 


Christine Marshall won a bror 


medal with Team USA’ 4x200- 


meter freestyle relay. 
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The Southeastern Conference has a proud past with numerous historical moments highlighting 
its eight decades of intercollegiate athletics. One of those points of pride arrived when Texas A&M. 
University and the University of Missouri officially joined the 12 other members of the Southeast- 
ern Conference. We are pleased to welcome both schools into the greatest collegiate conference 
in the nation. The institutions of the Southeastern Conference hold much in common, including a 
desire to compete at the highest levels in all we do. Even further, Texas A&M and Mississippi State 
specifically share a unique kinship, from school color to proud military heritage, from land-grant 
status to a research-intensive education. It is with a tremendous amount of excitement that Missis- 
sippi State University welcomes Texas A&M University into the Southeastern Conference. 


AP RIAs GETTY GS AND TE HOUSTON TECANS 


[08] RECORD-SETTING SEASON 
During a football season that fell short of expectations, kicker 
Randy Bullock was a major bright spot, closing out his Aggie ca- 
reer with a record-setting senior season. After leading the nation 
in field goals, Bullock earned consensus All-American honors 
and won the Lou Groza Place-kicker Award. Bullock took down 
the second-oldest record in the Aggie record book by eclips- 
ing the single season scoring record set by Joel Hunt in 1927. 
His hard work was rewarded when he was selected in the fourth 
round of the NFL Draft by the Houston Texans. 


Bullock's Record-Setting Season 

Season FGs: 29 (21 by Scott Slater, 1986) 

Season FG accuracy (min. 15 att.): .879 (.833 by Terrence Kitchens, 2000) 
Season PATs: 56 (51 by Terry Venetoulias, 1993/Bullock, 2009) 

Season scoring: 143 (128 by Joel Hunt, 1927) 

Career FGs: 63 (60 by Kyle Bryant, 1994-97) 

Career FG accuracy: .788 (.747 by Todd Pegram, 2002-05) 

Career scoring: 366 (325 by Kyle Bryant, 1994-97) 


From my time in the Big 12, ! am very familiar with the WELCOME 
tradition and passion surrounding Texas A&M Athletics. 

It’s exciting to see them bring their our own personality 

while raising the level of competition in what is already 

the best conference in the nation. I'm espedally thrilled 

for our growing alumni base in Texas and for the op- 

portunity to play in front of those great Rebels on a 

regular basis. Hotty Toddy, and welcome Aggie Nation 

to the SEC! 


ROSS BJORK 
OF athlet 


or 
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[09] CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION 


Several construction projects made big headlines in 2012. Olsen 


Field at Blue Bell Park reopened in February, just in time 
first game of the 2012 baseball sea 

Tenter reopened on April 21 after n 
tion: 


on. The Memorial Student 


arly three years of renova- 
‘or three decades, the 17-story Plaza Hotel was an exten- 
y. Construction began 
in the spring and was recently completed for the Davis Pla 
Development C of-the-art, 20,000-square-foot 
stength and conditioning facility. The Bright Football Complex 


sion of campus until it was imploded in N 


er 


main lobby area will soon be renovated to provide enhanced re- 
cruiting functions, and a new Sports Nutrition Center will be 
constructed on the second floor outdoor pla ing Kyle 
Field. Speaking of Kyle Field, no project has received more 
attention than the redevelopment plans for the future of the 
83,002-seat stadium. In April, Texas A&M selected Populous, 
one of the world’s premier sports facility design firms, to lead the 
phase of the “Home of the 12th Man,” Plans and 
more details are expected to be released this fall. 


area 


design study 


On behalf of the University of South Carolina, | am sending 
warmest congratulations to President R. Bowen Loftin and the 
Texas A&M family on its entry into the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. | know the Gamecock Nation joins me in celebrating this 


HARRIS PASTIDES 
President 
University of South C: 


new era and anticipates exciting competition from a worthy 
opponent and collaboration wherever the opportunities arise. 
From the gridiron to the baseball diamond, from the basket- 


ball court to the soccer field and beyond, the mighty Game- 
cocks extend a hearty welcome to all Aggie fans 
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Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

CATE of flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 


Aggieland. and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 
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Subscribe or renew online at aggiemag.com 


30 


cea Funds* 


“TRAs* 


Ted McManus 


Insurance and Financial Services Agent 


707 Texas Ave, S, Ste 100A, College Station, TX 7784 
Next to On the Border 


aa = EXPRESS = 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 
710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


New Location in Bryan: 
401 S. Texas Ave at 29th Street 
979-823-5222 


ittle FREE 


Enjoy the benefits of a Totally FREE Checking account 
at First Victoria: 


FREE Online Banking FREE 24-Hour Tele-Banking 


FREE Online Bill Pay v FREE Checks (first order) 
FREE Debit Mastercard® FREE Mobile Banking' 
or ATM Card FREE eStatements 


| your account today and you'll get a FREE GIFT! 


979.260.3252 
979.779.5080 
979.693.1063 


Bryan - 29th St. 

Bryan - Villa Maria Rd. 

College Station - Southwest Pkwy. 
¥ College Station - Copperfield Pkwy. 

College Station - Arrington Rd. 

Hearne - 4th St. 


979.774.1700 
979.690.4780 
979.279.3438 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


'W First Victoria 


DEPENDENT BANK IN TEXA 


www. firstvictoria.com 


2011 FANB Corp. First Victoria National Bank Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender {27 


JASON MCCONNELL "01 


[10] SPRING IN THEIR STEP 

‘The first spring football camp under new head coach Kevin 
Sumlin was all about change for the Aggie football program. 
‘The new coaching staff brought a whole new level of energy and 
eld, with music providing the back- 


enthusiasm to the practice 


ground to the frantic pac 
of the guard at quarterbac 


of spring drills. There was a changing 


, with the starting job up for grabs. 


Even though my blood runs orange now, 
Jam very happy to welcome my alma ma- 
ter, Texas A&M, to the SEC. We look for- 
ward to a great and competitive relation- 


JIMMY G. CHEEK 
Chancellor 


University of Tennessee 


ship. Go Vols! 


STORES 


SEC logos began appearing all around the facilities. Construc- 
an on a brand new weight room facility. And amongst all 
rs had to learn new schemes on offense and 
defense, as former Texas Tech gunslinger Kliff Kingsbury and 
former Marshall head coach Mark Snyder took over the reigns, 


tion be; 


the chaos, the p 
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{11] NOT ACCORDING TO PLAN 

Billy Kennedy was preparing to begin his first season at the helm 
of the Aggie men’s basketball program when neck and shoulder 
pain ultimately forced him to take a leave of absence from the 
team to undergo testing, Those tests revealed that Kennedy was 
facing an early onset of Parkinson's disease. Associate head coach 
Glynn Cyprien took over for Kennedy until he returned to the 
court in mid-November. 


[12] GRADUATION GIFT 

On the day he was scheduled to graduate, Ross Stripling 1 
history on the mound, throwing the 11th no-hitter in Tex: 
A&M history against San Diego State in a 1-0 victory. 
nior right-hander pitched the game of his life, allowing only one 
walk while striking out seven during his nearly perfect outing. It 
was the first no-hitter for Stripling at any level and the first that 
head coach Rob Childress had ever been a part of as well. 1 


he se- 


JASON MCCONNELL “01 AND TEXAS ASM ATHLETICS 


WELCOME 


1 wish Missouri and Texas A&M all the success 
in the world. | think they're going to have a 
lot of success this year. They're great coaches, 
great programs, and | wish those guys a whole 
lot of success. 
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IN MEMORY OF 
William “Will” Wearden Jr. 
24, 1978 - May 14, 2012 


Will” Wearden Jr 
n Monday, May 


Univer 
tudying Soil Science 
versity in College Sta: 
ud member of the 
Company L-1 and 
as proud to cor 
served 
ad 


gie Corps of Cadets, 
bunted 
tribute to Fightin’ Texas Aggie Bonfire, Hi 


on Iraqi Freedom, where he 


Commen: 
ation for 
intry Regiment, 1st AF 

t Team, ¢ 


‘ombat Infantryman’s Bad 
dation Medal and the F 


turn, he was able 
inded Warrior 


v im to volunteer at the 
h ictoria. He loved the out. 
doors and was a tree climber, a skydiver, a world 
eler, ah rider, a campfire builder and 
a story te sophy, family and 
nusic and was a great dancer. With hi 
hoir of angels gained an incre 
d friends look forward to hearing him sing in 


Editor's Note if you 
Man section, email us at editor 


(above) Texas A&M football coach Kevin Sumlin, wide receiver Ryan Swope, linebacker Sean Porter and offensive lineman Luke Joeckel sign autographs and 
pose for pictures with Aggie fans during SEC Media Days in Hoover, Ala. (below) Over 3,000 Aggies spent a rare Tuesday evening at Kyle Field in July to stage 
Midnight Yell for the College GameDay commercial they helped win during a national voting contest In May. The 30-second promo will debut in September, 
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